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Classroom of the Future Lab

GITED 511 Technology and Education

Each member of the Cohort will submit responses to the following topics by completing this document and submitting it to the Student DropBox via Blackboard AND to the Discussion Board.   Distance students will complete this lab individually.
	Classrooms of the Future.

Who will the students be?  Consider numbers and ages.   Who will the teachers be?  Consider ratio of one to the other.  Who will be in charge?... government/ private sector/ other?

Years From Now
Students

Teachers

Administrators

5
Aged 5 – 18, with some older.
Teachers will be young, recent graduates who will stick with it for 5-6 years.
Administrators/Federal Government will have larger control, finding ways to cut “un-needed funding.”
10

Aged 3 – 18 with a few who are older or younger.
The few (young graduate) teachers who held fast for more than seven years will still be in education.  Very few new graduates with authoritative qualities will also enter the field.  These graduates will rely heavily on government pre-packaged and pre-approved soft-ware based curriculum.
The Federal Government will be the major funding sources of education.  Administration figures in school districts will be in place as strict content and financial managers.  The highest-paid workers in education will be the overworked tech staff to keep the major mechanical wheels turning.  Support staff become “gods.”
Where will the classrooms be?  Consider that in recent years we have moved from (elementary and junior high schools and high schools) to (pre-school and elementary and middle and high) to (pre-school/K and 1-4 and 5/6 and 7/8 and 9-12).  What is on the horizon?  

Years From Now

Classroom Locations

Possible Groupings

5

We will still be required to use existing  public school buildings, if only to quantify the amount of time teachers are actually “teaching,” as determined solely by how many hours they spend in the building.
Students will be grouped into social groups of 5 – 7, 8 – 10, 11 – 13, and 14 – 18.  There will be secondary grouping within these groups based on reading and math abilities.
10

The buildings will house more computers than anything.  Students will spend most of their hours interacting with the prepared software.  A greater percentage of the population will be home-schooled than in “public school,” as the difference will be unconvincing.
Students will not be required to be grouped in any way, but will be advanced based on the standardized computer test scores on their personal computer.
What will a classroom look like?  What will the students be learning?

Years From Now

Classroom Design

Curriculum

5

No change.
Curriculum will be entirely “Standards” (or “Outcomes” or “Goals”) based.  It will be increasingly generalized.
10

Desks will disappear and give way to a myriad of computer terminals.
Studies will show that students now lack social and physical skills.  There will be a sudden surge of the re-hiring of specialty area teachers, such as music, art, and physical education.  These skills and performance-based classes will become the only variation in the students’ otherwise computer-driven day.  These teachers will become the only teachers who get to know the individual personalities of the student.
How will they learn?  Consider technologies (be specific here), textbooks, transportation.

Years From Now

Lesson Delivery

Influential Developments

5

Still teacher-directed, with some technology integration.
High-speed “I2” delivers content fast enough to (almost) conduct a choir rehearsal in “real-time.”
10

Teachers become less relevant, as the pre-programmed technology teaches the lesson.
Software companies and textbook companies perfect interactive computer curriculum which requires nothing more than a standard PC to deliver effective course content.
When will the students learn?  Consider the length of the school year and how students will advance?

Years From Now

Scheduling of Course Content Delivery

Length of Schooling or School-year

Advancement of Students

Length of Days

5

Nothing changes.
Nothing changes.
Nothing changes.
Student days grow to nearly 8.5 hours.
10

Content is delivered via an individualized schedule, nearly 24 hours a day.
The school year is non-existent.  Student hours are not measured; only testing scores count.
They advance to the next software level as soon as they are able.
There is no requirement for students, only teachers (to receive full pay and benefits).
Other ideas?  Any ideas for farther in the future- 25+ years?
Years From Now

Potential Struggles

Potential Achievements

Potential Unique Use of Technology

25

Teachers not viewed as part of the learning process.

Students finally trained at individualized paces.

I have a strong belief that Open-Source technology will play a large roll in changing how education is funded.  I also think that the simple “Blogging” solutions offered to day will play a great roll in the future of online course delivery.




